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WARRANT FOR ANNUAL MEETING
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Amherst in the
County of Hillsborough in said State qualified
to vote in Town affairs:
POLLS TO CLOSE AT 12 O'CLOCK
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said Amherst on Tuesday, the eighth day of March
next ,at eight o'clock in the forenoon to act upon the
following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town OjBRcers for the
ensuing year.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
to make appropriations for the same.
3. To see if the town will vote to give the Select-
men and Town Treasurer authority to borrow money
in anticipation of taxes.
4. To see if the town will vote to give a discoimt
on taxes of IV2 per cent to August 1st.
5. To see if the town will vote to observe during
the month of August 1949 the fiftieth anniversary of
Old Home Week, and vote to raise and appropriate
money for same.
6. To see if the town will vote to install a street
light at the corner of Court House Road on the Man-
chester State Road Route 101.
7. To see if the town will vote to install a street
light on Middle Street in front of the Post OflBce.
8. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate $200.00 for membership in the Souhegan Nurs-
ing Association.
9. To see if the town will vote to petition the State
Tax Commission to have an audit made by the Divi-
sion of Municipal Accounting and to make an appro-
priation to cover the expense of such audit.
10. To see if the town will vote to request the Tax
Commission to make a complete re-appraisal of land
and buildings within the town to equalize valuations
in accordance with the law and to appropriate money
for this purpose.
11. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate $979.15 for Town Road Aid. State to contribute
$3916.60.
12. To see if the town will vote to accept an ex-
tension of Hillside A\e. at Baboosic Lake starting at
a point 600 feet from Broadway Street and thence con-
tinuing to a point in back of Guy Mirenda's cottage
and vote to raise and appropriate monev for same.
13. To see if the town will vote to accept a right
of way at Baboosic Lake known as Norton Street.
14. To see if the town will \ ote to raise and appro-
priate money to gravel and oil the Old Milford road.
15. To see what disposition should be made of the
money received from the sale of the War Memorial
Books.
16. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate money to install sanitar\' la\ator\^ facilities in
the Town Hall.
17. To see if the town will xote to close the back
road from Eugene Adams' place towards the McAfee
farm as far as the Amherst and Bedford town line sub-
ject to gates and bars.
18. To see if the town will vote to purchase a new
road {Trader with or without snow remo\ al attachments
and vote to raise and appropriate mone\' for same.
19. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate $300.00 to repair the bridge on the Joe Enghsh
brook road.
20. To see if the town will vote to accept from the
Lawi'ence Engine Co. the new 800 gallon tank fire
truck and also the oil heating plant installed at the
Fire Engine House.
21. To see if the town will vote to give the Select-
men or Fire Chief authority to sell the old 1927 Buick
Fire Truck.
22. To see if the town will vote to give the Select-
men authority to sell the stoves that belong to the
Town Hall.
23. To see what action the town will take in regard
to installino; a fire alarm svstem at Chief Martin's home
and vote to raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed
$200.00.
24. To see if the town will vote to close that portion
of a road passing through the property of Eleanor
Wilkins, said road starting on Davis Lane and going
through the above property towards Foundry Street.
25. To see if the town will vote to purchase a new
angle blade snow plow which will be interchangeable
with the A type blade now in use and vote to raise and
appropriate $500.00.
26. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal this twenty-first









Total Town and School Appropriations
Less Estimated Revenues and Credits





Rent of Town Hall
Sale of Tax Deeded Property
Total Revenues and Credits
Plus Overlay
Less 694 Poll Taxes at $2.00
Bank Stock Tax
Amount to be Raised by Property Taxes on
Which Tax Rate is Figured on at
$100.00 Valuation, $5.10
o '^ o o o o oo o o o o








Town Hall and Land $14,000 00
Furniture and Equipment 5,000 00
Library and Land 7,500 00
Furniture and Equipment 4,000 00
Fire House and Land 2,500 00
Equipment 6,743 41
Highway Department and Land 800 00
Equipment and Supplies 4,135 00
Parks and Playgrounds 1,000 00









Ralph C. Bills, selectman $330 62
Donald H. Davis, selectman 330 62
Arthur L. Underwood, selectman 330 62
Hiram R. Elhott, tax collector 264 50
Catherine A. Kruger, tieasmer 198 35
Catherine A. Kruger, clerk 165 35
Horton S. Allen, clerk 33 06
Pauline M. Clark, clerk
of trust funds 66 13
Orson H. Bragdon, auditor




Ralph C. Bills, use of car $ 55 00
Wilfred Boisclair, notices 30
H. R. Locke & Son, new light 115 24
Bumhani & Davis, printing 2 00
Wheeler & Clark, supplies 2 33
R. P. Childs Co., meat
inspection stamp 1 83
H. S. Allen, clerical work 1 50
Souliegan National Bank, deposit box 5 (X)
A. L. Keyes Ins. Agency,
bonds town officers 15 00
Roman Stanley, niap frame 8 12
W. C. McCollough, labor 3 00
P. B. Hobiies, bonds town officers 70 00
Brown &: Saltmarsh, Inc., supplies 25 52
Rotch Insurance Agency,
bond for tax collector 50 00
$1757 25
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Ass'n. N. H. Assessors, dues 2 00
N. H. Tax Collectors Assoc., dues 2 00
Branham Printing Co., auto
reference book 4 50
Catherine A. Kruger, supplies
and clerical work
Donat Corriveau, deed transfers
Edson Eastman Co., supplies
O. W. Carleton, moving safe
N. E. Tel. & Tel. Co., telephone
Cabinet Press, printing town rep
Cabinet Press, printing and notices
H. R. Elliott, use of car
H. R. EUiott, clerical work





Harold H. Wilkins, moderator
Hiriam R. Elliott, supervisor
Ethel W. Emerson, supervisor
Lilla M. Brown, supervisor
Albert Junkins, police officer
Harold Aldrich, police officer
H. R. Locke, ballot clerk
Frank L. Pearson, ass't. clerk
Carl Perrin, ass't. to voters
Robert Hancock, ass't. to voters
Dwight P. Brown, ass't. to voters
Catherine Kruger, postage
Dwight P. Brown, labor and
supplies







Catherine A. Kriiger, town clerk $291 50





Dwight P. Brown, janitor 8207 80
Draper Fuel Co., fuel 266 60
A. L. Keyes Agency, insurance 75 00
Rotch Insurance Agencv, insurance 100 00
Public Service Co., lights 91 91
John R. Martin Div., gas and repairs 78 64
H. R. Locke & Sons, rewiring
town hall
Souhegan Grange, cleaning hall
Frank Hartshorn Co., slabs
^Villialn A. Hart, garbage remo\ al
Amherst Village I. G. A. Store,
supplies
Special Appropriation Town Hall Insurance:
Appropriation: 82.50.00
Expended:
Laurence E. Clark, insurance 8125 (K)
A. L. Keves Agencv, insurance 125 00
178 00
17
Albert Junkins. constable 39 64




A. L. Martin, fire chief S 25 00
A. L. Martin, forest fire warden 25 00
Arthur L. Daniels, 1st fire warden 15 00
Frank Richardson, 2nd fire warden 15 00
Walter Rvan, steward 75 00
A. L. Martin, fire hose 497 84
A. L. Martin, labor and supplies 55 92
Lawrence Engine Co., firemen's
salaries
Amherst \^illage I. G. A., supplies
South St. Garage, repairs
Harold Dower, hose expander
The Countv Stores, Inc., supplies
George Lamoureaux, supplies
N. H. Forestry & Recreation Dept.,
tools
Fire Protection Co., masks
John R. Martin Div., supplies




H. R. Locke, supplies
Mass. Bonding & Ins. Co.,
accident policy 150 00
American Fire Equipment Co.,
supplies 35 16
Richard Crocker, plowing snow 22 00
Da\ id Swain, plowing snow 27 00
Bob's Auto Ser^•ice 3 55
Rotch Insurance Co., insurance 207 96
200 00
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N. E. Tel. & Tel. Co., telephone
Public Service Co., lights
Clark's Garage, labor and supplies
Locke's Jenney Service, gasoline
A. L. Martin, dump fires
A. L. Martin, chimney fires
A. L. Martin, forest fires
A. L. Martin, house fires
A. L. Martin, grass fires
Milford Grain & Coal Co., coal
Bounties:
Expended:
Ralph C. Bills, paid for hedgehogs S 6 50
Donald H. Davis, pd. for hedgehogs 13 00
Arthur. L. Underwood, paid
for hedgehogs 4 00
71 31
19




Horton S. Allen $11 00
Dr. Oscar Burns 2 50
Rev. Denton J. Nelly 50
Catherine A. Kruger 42 50
Rev. William F. Rogers 50
Re\ . J. Wayne Haskell 1 00
Arthur A. Trombley 25
Rev. Maurice E. Barrett 50
Rev. Earl A. Mack 50
Dr. Norman M. Jackson 50
Dr. Raymond P. Galloway 25
Dr. S. Eraser 25






Roman Stanley, labor & supplies 227 75
Ted Stanley, labor 27 00
John R. Martin Div., blueprints 35 00
W. H. Chase, supplies 49 69




Village lights $1073 87









Amherst Town Library S1090 00
Town Aid:
Appropriation: $1000.00




Draper Fuel Co., fuel $39 00
For Kathlyn Hubley:
Daniel Webster, home for children $384 (X)




John R. Martin Div., supplies $ 2 60
Philip Morris & Co., supplies 81 36
The County Stores, Inc., supplies 15 77
Roman Stanle\-, labor & supplies 20 93
W. H. Chase Lumber Co., supplies 20 93
$217 25
Lamoureux I. G. A. Store
Raymond A. Dyer
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on zoning $220 00
C. Bradley Frost, town counsel 70 00
S290 00
Taxes Bought by Town:
Expended:




Clearerice H. Hagar, sexton $810 21
Summer Kecreation Special Appropriation:
Appropriation: $500.00
Expended:
George L. Taylor, salary
as supervisor $325 00
Elizabeth Parker, salary as
assistant supervisor 50 00
Vincent P. Brine, supplies 4 00
George L. Taylor, misc. expenses 4 50




Wright's Bridge Special Appropriation:
Appropriation: $250.00
Expended:




Treas. State of N. H. $973 64





Souhegan National Bank $265 54
Guy C. Came 15 00









Dwight P. Brown, care of clock $25 00
Refunds:
Expended:
Fay E. Andrews, refund on taxes $9 12
Grader Fund:
Expended:
Town of Amherst to the Town Treas. S525 00
Merrimack Valley Regional Association:
Appropriation: $100.00
Expended:
Merrimack Valley Regional Assoc. $100 00
24
Long Term Notes Town Debt:
Appropriation: $1,500.00
Expended:
Est. of Miss Elizabeth M. Proctor S 500 00
Guy C. Came 1000 00





Amherst School District $30,743 73
TOTAL PAYMENTS $110,196 85
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK
DOG ACCOUNT
225 dog licenses from Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 1948
Dr.
180 male and spayed female
dogs at $2.00 each
27




Taxes committed to Collector:
Property $73,311 19




Polls ' 40 00
Bank tax 45 40
Interest collected 4 54
Summons charges collected 18 80
480 14




Polls ' 1,130 00
Interest 4 54






Uncollected taxes per Collector's list
Property $11,097 62










To Added Taxes (Polls)
To Interest Collected
To Summons Charges Collected
Cr.
By Remittance to Treasurer
By Abatements








ADDED TAXES AND INTEREST ACCOUNT
To collections added to Levy of 1947 $ 24 00
To collections added to Levy of 1948 456 80
To interest collected on redeemed taxes 18 53
To interest collected on Levy of 1947 373 44
To interest collected on Levy of 1948 4 54
To summons charges collected on Levy of 1947 21 40
To smnmons charges collected on Levy of 1948 18 80
$917 51
Summary of Tax Sales Account as of Dec. 31, 1948
Dr. 1947 1946 1945 1944
Taxes sold the Town $637 51
Balance unredeemed Taxes
Jan. 1, 1948 $262 47 $84 49 $12 00
Interest collected 10 8 43 10 00
$637 61 $270 90 $94 49 $12 00
Cr.
Remittance to Treasure!- $241 46 $143 19 $84 49 $12 00
Remittance to Interest 10 8 43 10 00
Unredeemed at close of year396 05 119 28




REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER
For the Year Ending December 31, 1948
H. R. Elliott, Tax Collector
1948 taxes $63,440 22
1947 taxes 9,674 66
Redeemed taxes and interest 499 67
Horton Allen, Town Clerk, Jan. 1
to Feb. 29, 1948 incl.
Auto permits
Dos license
Catherine A. Kruger, Town Clerk, Mar. 1






Training 4 men—4 days
Loss of Taxes on Forest Lands
Building and Loan Tax
R. R. Tax
Interest and Dividends
Recov^ery O. A. A.
Bounties
Trustees of Trust Fund
Fiske Highway Fund 38 22
Guy H. Nelson, Highway Agent
' Use of grader ($138 for gas for grader) 663 00
Refund on Gas 44 92
















Clarence H. Hagar, Sexton
Sale of Cemetery Lots
LTse of Greens
Property Sold by Town
Barrett Property
Property Sold to Robert O'Neil
Stove, Guy H. Nelson
Stove, Tenney Clough
Stove, Warren McCullough
Vault Door, Malcolm D. Cla
Selectmen
Overpa)Tiient School Appropriation 2,500 00
Pistol Permits 5 00
District Comt, Federal Roads 1 00
"Special Heating Fund," Book #18179 1,000 00
Refund, Phihp Holmes, Policy #2211622 9 60
100 00
32
Town of Mont Vernon, school tax





Stencil Class, C. A. Jones
Total Receipts
Plus balance on hand Jan. 1, 1948
Total
Paid out by order of Selectmen
Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1949
SUMMARY
ASSETS
Due from State Treas., Bounties for 1948 S 23 50
Uncollected Taxes (poll and property) 1948 11,355 62





Souhegan National Bank Book No. 17015
Jan. 1, 1948 Balance $1163 05
June 25 Deposit 48 00
August 20 Deposit 300 00
December 27 Deposit 177 00
Jan. 1, 1949 Interest to date 19 36
Jan. 1, 1949 Total Amount $1707 41
TOWN HALL HEATING FUND
Souhegan National Bank Book No. 18179
January 1, 1948, Balance $1000 00
June 25, 1948, Paid to Town Treasurer $1000 00
34









Motor Vehicle Dept., gas tax $ 44 92
Guv H. Nelson, sale of gravel 39 00
Grader expense 138 00
Gu\ H. Nelson, foreman $749 35
William E. Bedders, shovel 170 10
A. C. Elliott, shovel 50 00
A. C. Elliott, truck 15 00
Joseph Fa\, Jr., shovel 216 00
William A. Hart, truck 382 85
Joseph Fay, Jr., truck 44 20
Ricliard Ramig, truck 83 70
Freeman Porter, truck 57 50
Robert Lang, truck 71 30
A. Hendrickson, truck 71 30
Ernest Wheeler, truck 116 30
Fred Tuttle, truck 22 50
Guy H. Nelson, truck 895 30
Theodore Underwood, truck 9 30
Oliver Merrill, tractor 6 00
Guy H. Nelson, tractor 301 00
William E. Bedders, dozer service 279 50
Dennis Lorden, lumber 29 68
O. F. Winslovv, gravel 59 10
George Blood, graNcl 29 60
Elliott & WiUard, graxel 15 00
Roliert Gerard, gas 4 20
Couiitx Stores, supplies 2 64
Milford Coal & Grain, cuKert pipe 116 13
35
Hume Pipe Inc., culvert pipe
Rossi Bros., curbing
R. C. Hazelton, grader blades
Ra\ Road Equipment, supplies
D. Dunklee, wrecker service




David Young, grader operator









jim Brown Stores, snow fence posts
Ernest Gagnon, iron and bolts
Larry Gendron, welding
Fred Willard, plank
Mrs. Bessie Balch, sand
American Express, charges on fence
Merrimack Farmers' Exchange, road salt
Ray Road Equipment, supplies
Milford Public Works, plowing
County Stores, Inc., supplies
Frank Philbrick, tractor
Town of Bedford, grader
Milford Machine Works, parts and labor



























Guy H, Nelson, foreman
O. F. Winslow. cold patch
Trimoimt Bituminous Co., oil
Koppers Co., Inc., oil
E. W. Systrom Co., sander parts
Security Fence Co., chain fence
Larry Gendron, welding
Roberts' Express, Inc., charges
William A. Hart, truck
Guy H, Nelson, truck
Robert Bragdon, tractor
Guy H. Nelson, tractor
Fred Willard, tractor









David Young, grader operator
$ 236 75
38
Charles HaU, labor 6 40




Guy H. Nelson, foreman
Hume Pipe, Inc., culvert pipe
William E. Bedders, shovel
O. F. Winslow Co., gravel
Guy H. Nelson, truck






Grader Appropriation: 800 00
R. C. Hazelton, supplies
Larry Gendron, labor
Clark's Garage, tires and tubes




Ray Road Equipment, supplies
Guy Nelson, toll calls, supplies
$ 11 55
39




No doubt some of you have noticed the weakness
of the wood fence in the Old Cemetery. It has been
repaired and repaired but has got to a stage where in
order to paint and have it looking neat it will have to
be replaced. If replaced, I think the town should vote
whether to have a wooden fence or wire with iron
posts.
The usual work was done in the cemeteries this
past year. Owing to the very dry period in latter
August and on through the fall, it saved the town
appropriation quite a little on mowing, although we
didn't have tlie beauty of the green as the earlier
period. Some shrubs got a little burned but your Sex-
ton tried to keep enough water on them to help them
through. Also the Perpetuals of o\ er $200 were water-
ed and the\' retained their color. Your Sexton used
the 1948 appropriation the following wa\ : Old Ceme-
tery $194.23; Cricket Corner $77.50; Chestnut Hill
$18.00; Ponemah Cemetery (yom- Sexton doesn't like
the name, Poor Farm) $6.00 and Meadow \'iew
$514.79 including the cost of painting tlie toml) and
tablet at the Ponemah Cemetery.
I would like to remind the \ oters of e\ ergreens in
front of the Town Hall. As the building is connected
with the Old Cemetery, your Sexton would like to see
evergreens on the Selectmen's Room corner and front
and Ivy on the entrance side of the Town Hall and the
cemetery wall. Think this over and visualize how it
would look, coming down from the center of town.
May I also suggest at this time that tlic Town re-
place trees where the Elms were cut down on the
Soldiers Green several years ago. The next generation




TREASURER'S REPORT - AMHERST LIBRARY
RECEIPTS
Jan. 1, 1948, cash on hand
Appropriation







House grounds and upkeep
Rotch Insurance Agenc\% insurance
Philip B. Holmes, insurance
Laurence E. Clark, insurance
Fuel
Supplies





We hereby certify that we have examined the





Amherst, N. H., Fehruar\ 4, 1949.
$ 245
42
REPORT OF THE FOREST FIRE WARDEN
Your local organization to prevent and extinguish
brush and woods fires is glad to report a good year of
forest protection in 1948. In spite of danger conditions
nearly equalling at times those of 1947 when great
losses were suffered in New Hampshire and New Eng-
land, fire damage and loss this vear have been gratifv-
ingly low.
With the continuing cooperation of all the people,
we can hope to have another successful vear in 1949.
Let us remember that in any year, over 90 '^c of all
fires are caused bv carelessness and that all of these
man-caused fires are preventable.
Today, we have more slash and uncut grassland
than for manv years in the past. Smokers, campers and
tourists who use our outdoors are also more numerous
than ever before. W^e must therefore be readv for fires
which might occur but, above all, prevention b\ everv-
one is the greatest need.
A few simple precautions taken bv every citizen
will help, as follows:
(1) Always get a written permit from the warden
before kindling a fire outdoors when the
ground is not co\ered with snow.
(2) If you smoke, always extinguish matches and
tobacco before dropping or throwing them
down. In automobiles, always use the ash
travs.
(3) Report fires and smokes to the warden with-
out dela\
.
The observance of these and other simple rules will
go far to insure safetv from fire damage and vour co-





Number of Fires 7
Acreage Burned less than 4 acres





REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
OF THE TOWN OF AMHERST, N. H.
For the Yeai* Ending December 31, 1948
On hand January 1, 1948 $ 803 25
Accrued interest Souhegan Sav. Bank
Accrued interest Nashua Trust Co.
Acciaied interest Wilton Savings Bank
Accrued interest Manchester Sav. Bank
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REPORT OF THE AMHERST ROAD COMMISSION
February 10, 1949
To the Tax Payers and Citizens of Amherst. N. H.:
In submitting our second annual report, we are
covering the operation of your highway department
for the vear 1948, and also the suggested action and
appropriations for the year 1949.
During the year 1946, a group of taxpayers recog-
nized the inevitable need for the expansion of \'our
school facilities, and the need for a road program that
would stabilize the operation and appropriations to
meet the needs of the changed economv and personnel.
As a means of achieving this desired result, a long
range program, of six vears duration, was devised joint-
Iv by vour selectmen, road agent and road commis-
sion.
This program called for the following require-
ments:
1. Construction each )ear of hard surface main
roads which would collect and distribute traffic to
feeder roads, pro\ ide rapid access for fire equipment,
and safety for scliool buses.
2. Allocation of these roads in a just and equitable
manner.
3. Improvement of the feeder roads.
4. Necessary current maintenance based on sea-
sonal requirements, as gravel, culverts, brush and grad-
ing.
5. Establishment of an adequate system of accomit-
ing that would reflect tlie exact costs of maintenance
and construction, and would be a j^art of tlie town's
permanent records.
6. Proper consideration of possible income from
taxable in\entories, for liighwav allocation.
7. Appropriations witliin the limits of Ncarlv bud-
get allocations.
47
111 explanation of the 1948 eoiitribution to this pro-
gram, we offer the following details.
The vear 1948 began with the town encased in a
heavy blanket of snow. The cost of this item to March
I, including the 1947 deficit, was $7350.00. The snow
was followed l\v a wet spring which brought an ab-
nomial (growth of brush, and a lot of mud, with con-
sequent gravelling and considerable grading.
This was followed bv the driest summer in forty
years, and added to the difficulties experienced in the
timelv and economical operation of the department.
However, all of the 1948 projects of construction
were completed, except that at the southern foot of
Christian Hill. This one will be completed in 1949.
Each of these projects involved the widening and
straightening of the old road base; but it gives safer
travel and a better chance for snow removal.
The yearly losses, due to the washing off of the
gravel surface of the steep hilly sections, have been
arrested to the highest degree possible.
Oiling of the old hard-surfaced roads in amounts
most needed, also the re-oiling of roads constructed
during 1947, were completed. A new type of asphalt,
costing less, was applied. This resulted in a heavier
coating of sand and a harder surface.
Approximately 50 miles of brush conditions were
given attention. Cutting was done both by hand and
bv machine.
Several culverts were either rebuilt or put into
serviceable condition.
The new bridge on the Charles Wright road was
completed.
Gravelling on special locations required an ex-







2. This covers labor charges for grading, gravell-
ing, mud requirements, shovel and bulldozer hire, and
numerous smaller expenses not chargeable to the reg-
ular services listed above.
3. Rebuilding and cleaning out culverts.
4. Cutting brush b\- hand and machine, and re-
moval.
5. As listed above.
There are credits to the general maintenance ac-
count for services rendered to individuals. The high
cost of brush cutting and removal can be reduced by
starting the operation at a time when the size of the
bush at cuttino; heiiiht is not over one-half inch in dia-
meter. Hand labor and most removal will therebv be
eliminated.
The cost of hourlv wages, as well as bulldozer and
power shovel hire advanced this year. One dollar to-
day does the same amomit of service as fifty cents
did ten years ago.
Program for the Year 1949
1949 begins the third v ear of the long range pro-
gram. The basic requirements of this program, and
conditions bevond the town's control, still exist. As a
consequence, we believe the principles, methods of
operation and financing should be continued.
In detail the procedure would be as follows:
Continue the timely and proper mamtenance
of the road system by appropriating $5500.00
Continue the improvement of the feeder
roads by appropriating $1500.00
Continue the construction of tlie hard sur-
faced main roads in such mileage as tlie
T. R. A. funds will permit, and in accord
v^'ith the long range program.
Continue the tovvii's contribution of approxi-
50
matelv $975.00 to the T. R. A .fund on the
$4 to'$l basis $975.00
Continue the scheduhng of these remaining
hard surfaced main roads in the hands of
your selectmen, road agent and state high-
way department.
Continue the policy already in force of oil-
ing the hard surfaced roads on a three vear
basis, by appropriating $7000.00
This will include Mont \'ernon Road, Camp
Judea Road, Roby to Smith Road, most of
the village roads, including Court House
Lane and Sunset Road.
Continue the policy already in force of ad-
justing the cost of snow removal from March
1, 1948 to March 1, 1949, by appropriating
the exact amount required.
We believe it is advisable as a means to-
ward economy, for the town to purchase
a snow plow blade, that would be inter-
changeable with the A bades on an\' of the
trucks. Approximate cost $500.00
Continue the policy of pro\ iding for erection
and taking down of snow fences b\ appro-
priating $6(K).00
Ccmtinue the practice regarding dumps 1)\
appropriating $3(X).0{)
There is a need for repairs to a bridge on
the Brook Road to make it safe for tra\el.
Estimated cost $3(X).0()
We beliexe tliat it is ad\ isable to appropri-
ate the sum of $1(XX).(X) this \ear, to safe-
guard the town against possible loss of pres-
ent grader, due to loreakdown. If repairs
51
are required any unspent balance should re-
vert to the grader fund. If no repairs are
needed, the whole amount should be added
to the grader fund. We believe the select-
men should be empowered to use the amount
held in the grader fund as payment toward
the cost of a new grader, should such need
arise.
We cannot express too strongly that it is advisable
for the town to accept state T. R. A. aid on the $1 to
$1 basis, instead of on the $4 to $1 whenever possible.
The difference in cost is compensated by the cost of
maintenance, oiling and snow removal over a period
of ten to twelve years.
When the long range program of hard surfaced
roads is completed the town will have approximately
thirty-five miles of this type, in addition to those main-
tained by the state. Your total road system, exclusive
of state maintained roads, is approximately sixty-five
miles.
The yearly oiling upkeep cost of thuty-five miles
on a three or four year basis would call for a vearly
appropriation of $7000.00 at present prices of labor,
trucks and oil. This is a reduction of $100.00 from the
amount appropriated last year.
It is our belief, based on actual facts, that with the
completion of the remaining hard surfaced main roads
contained in the long range program, that the additions
to this type of road will be dependent upon the in-
crease of taxable inventory. We believe it should be
kept in mind by everyone, that while the highways
and their condition is so vital to the welfare and safety
of the town's people, public, and possible new resi-
dents, the iten^ of cost must be kept within the amount
of funds that can be allocated for its use. At the same
time, your highway system must be kept in line witli
present and future requirements, by giving due con-
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sideration to the necessary machinery and supervision
to implement and continue operations m an economi-
cal manner, and within the limits of the town to pay.
We beheve the 1948 operations were discharged
in a most creditable manner.
Respectfully submitted,





BOARD OF HEALTH REPORT
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and
Citizens of Amherst, New Hampshire:
I herewith submit my report as Health Officer for
the year ending January 1, 1949.
It is gratifying to have the cooperation of your board
and the allied departments in trying to carry through
the demands of public health laws.
Following the unanimous approval of an article
which I requested to be in the warrant last year, a great
improvement has been made in the slaughtering equip-
ment, preparation of foods for the locker plant and for
personal consumption. You now have a good clean
building, well equipped, and approved by the State
Board of Health, Infectious and contagious diseases
have been fewer in number for the reason that coopera-
tion by parents, teachers, and the general public has
been exceptionally good. Early reporting of diseases
and proper care given to the case have proved of great
value. There are, however, two sections of town show-
ing definite and flagrant violations of public health laws.
This department called together the heads of the
Fire Department, a member of the Board of Selectmen,
the Chief of Police, the head of school transportation,
and one or more citizens to investigate and inspect for
himself the properties known as the "Squatters' Camps"
on Swamp Road. The head of each department readily
admitted that a direct violation of his responsibility did
exist and should be properly cared for. This investiga-
tion was made following complaint. The only change to
date is that three of the childien have been placed in
homes bv the Children's Aid Department of the State.
The other section which has been inspected and
condemned still remains unchanged, and, at present,
is far below the le\'el of human belief. Following the
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expendituie of time and money on the part of the Board
of Selectmen, a temporary improvement was made. A
recent inspection shows a sUght improvement since the
first complaint in 1943, but leaves much to be desired.
All methods of correction have failed over a period from
1943 to date. The numerous laws covering this type of
case have no teeth for enforcement.
Dumping along the highway of tin cans, rubbish,
and old auto parts is not only unsightly, but is listed as
a public nuisance.
It is my opinion that some method should be devised
to prevent a repetition of these conditions. Amending
your zoning laws could do this.
Respectfully submitted,





Mr. Donald N. Swain, Chairman 1950
Mrs. Cevie Weston, Secretary 1949
Mr. Otto Neugebauer 1951
Harold C. Rowley, Superintendent of Schools
Rexford Avery Headmaster of High School
Mrs- Catherine Kruger Treasurer
Moderator
Oscar Rurns, M. D. School Physician
Mrs. Florence Dyson, R. N. School Nurse
Otto Neugebauer Truant Officer
Mrs. Catherine Kruger Clerk
SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR 1948-1949
Begin Close
September 8, 1948 December 22, 1948
January 3, 1949 February 18,1949
February 28, 1949 April 22, 1949
May 2, 1949 June—to be determined
(Holidays: Nov. 11, 25, 26, 1948; May 30, 1949)
SUGGESTED SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR 1949-50
Begin Close
September 7, 1949 December 21, 1949
January 3, 1950 February 17, 1950
February 27, 1950 April 21, 1950
May 1, 1950 Approximately June 15
(Holidays: Nov. 11, 24, 25, 1949; May 30, 1950)
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WARRANT FOR ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the School district in tlie town
of Amherst, New Hampshire, qualified to \'ote
in disti'ict affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said district on the 4th day of March 1949, at eight
o'clock in the afternoon to act upon the following sub-
jects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for
the ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the
School Board and Truant Officer, and fix the com-
pensation of an\' other officers or agent of the distiict.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Com-
mittees, or Officers chosen, and pass an\- xote relating
thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in
relation to anv subject embraced in tin's warrant.
8. To see if the district \\ ill \ ote to make any alter-
ation in the amount of mone\ recjuired to be assessed
for the ensuing \ear for the support of public schools
and the payment of the statutor\- obligations of the
district, as determined bv the school board in its an-
nual report.
9. To see how much mone\ the district will raise
and appropriate for insurance on school property.
10. To see how^ much mone\' the district nn ill raise
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and appropriate for special repairs and alterations of
school property and for new equipment.
11. To see if tlie District of Amherst will vote to
raise and appro]3riate the sum of $500.00 the propor-
tionate share of the expense to make a professional
sui-vey and preliminary plans for a Cooperative
School. In case the Cooperative School effort is found
to be not feasible, the money may be spent by the
School Board for the study of an alternate school ex-
pansion plan.
12. In case the above article is not passed, to see
if the District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $500.00 to be used for professional service in draw-
ing up a school expansion plan.
13. To transact any other business which may
legally come before said meeting.
Given under oin- hands at said Amherst this 16th
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF AMHERST
SCHOOL BOARD
(For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1947 to June 30, 1948)
Total Reciepts $37,338 30
Total Payments 37,110 28
Cash balance June 30, 1948 $ 228 02
RECEIPTS IN DETAIL
Federal Aid:
National School Lunch $ 424 21
State Aid:
Equalization fund 9,260 97
From Selectmen Raised by Taxation:
Appropriation 25,736 00
From Sources Other Than Taxation:
Dog licenses $347 73
Elementary school tuitions 696 05
Secondary school tuition 315 00
Income from local trust funds 378 38
Other receipts 69 78
Total Receipts from all sources







(Required b)' the State Board of Education from
all State Aided Districts.)
This is to certif\' that we ha\e examined the books
and other financial records of tlie school board of Am-
herst of which this is a true smiimary for the fiscal year




July 19, 1948. Auditors-
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REPORT OF TREASURER
(For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1947 to June 30, 1948)
CATHERINE KRUGER, Treasurer,
In account with the School District of Amherst
Dr.
Balance as per last report $ 110 18
Board of Selectmen:
Appropriations as of Marcli 1947 25,736 00
Dog tax 347 73
Income from trust funds , 378 38
From Federal Aid:
National School Lunch 424 21
From State:
Equalization Fund 9,260 97
From Other Sources:
Elementary School Tuition 696 05
Secondary School Tuition 315 00
Other Receipts 69 78
Cr.
Payments on order of School Board
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ABSTRACT OF REPORT OF CLERK TO STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION, SCHOOL BOARD
AND SELECTMEN
District Revenue Voted March 9, 1948 for School
Year 1947-1948
Amounts appropriated for:
Support of high school
Support of elementary schools
Salaries of district officers
Truant officer and school census
Superintendent's excess salary







Amount of School Board's Budget
and Specials
Less estimated income
Amount to be raised by taxation for
budget and appropriations
CATHERINE KRUGER,





July 1, 1947 to June 30, 1948
ADMINISTRATION:
1. Salaries of District Officers:
Otto Neugebauer, school board $12 50
Charles F. Prior, school ])oard 37 50
Donald Swain, school board 50 00
xMrs. Cevie Weston, school board 50 00
Mrs- Catherine Kriiger, treasiu'er 50 00
Mrs. Catherine Kruger, clerk 8 00
Arnold Wight, moderator 4 00
Horton S. Allen, moderator 4 00
Orson H. Bragdon, auditor 2 00
$220 00
2. Superintendent's Salary Account:
Raymond A. Dyer, Treas. Union
No. 40, acct. of H. C. Bowley $476 00
19. Tax for State-Wide Supervision:
State Treasurer, $2 per capita tax $416 00
3. Expenses of Administration:
Raymond A- Dyer, Union expenses $200 00
Other expenses 264 69
$464 69
4. Salaries of Other Administrative Personnel:
Mrs. Cevie Weston, census
enumerator $25 00
Donald N. Swain, truant
officer (i/i year) 12 50
Arthur L. Underwood, ti-uant








James Phelps *1000 00
("This amount includes $25.20 de-




12. Water, Light and Janitor Supplies:
Water, light and janitor supplies $262 85
13. Minor Repairs and Expenses:
H. C. Bowley, reimb. for
for charges paid $2 84
H. W. Carpenter, keys 1 50
County Stores, Inc., supplies 1 77
Richard Crocker, plowing out
driveway 2 50
Gault Pkmibing & Heating, repairs 116 74
Richard Grodin, expenses 4 97
Clarence Hagar, sharpening mower 1 50
J. L. Hammett, pipe hangers 17 94
William A. Hart, labor
^
25 85
Stanley Howard, labor 4 00
H. R. Locke, labor 76 85
Frank Martin, ash removal 22 50
Mass. Gas and Elec. Supply Co.
fixtures ' 204 10
Harold McBride, repairs 88 00
Warren McCullough, painting 73 00
Guy Nelson, gravel 12 00
Gust Peterson, repairs 16 65
Frank Smalto, labor 4 80
C. A- Spaulding, repairs 53 65
David Swain, plowing 2 00
Donald Swain, reimb. for
charges paid 2 00









Malcolm D. Clark $3500 00
18. Other Special Activities:
School lunches §543 34
Other special activities 315 63
8858 97
FIXED CHARGES:





22. Improvements to Buildings:






M. L. Curry Oil Co., ash cans 33 00
J. L. Hanimett, chairs 77 12
Kenney Bros., Inc., chairs, desks 323 50
Liberty's Eastern Express, trans. 1 15
Milford Home Furnisliings, shades 69 66
Rice Fihu Co., projector screen 39 00
Spaulding-Moss Co., magnigraph 12 20
Donald N. Swain, map 8 17
8759 80
OTHER CHARGES:
26. Payment of Bills from Previous Year:
Amherst T. E. A- 8 25 00
^h^lcolm D. Clark 500 00
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Public Service Co. of N. H. 8 96
$533 96
27. Overpayment on Appropriation from Selectmen:
Town Treasurer $2500 00
TOTAL PAYMENTS $37,110 28
AMHERST SCHOOL DISTRICT
PRESENT INSURANCE COVERAGE
Clark School $14,000 00
Amherst High School 23,500 00
Annex 2,500 00
$40,000 00
Contents (all buildings) 5,000 00
Total Fire Insurance $45,000 00
General Liability Policy $10,000-$50,000
Emplovees' Liability Policy $10,000-$50,000
Power Plant and Hot Water Liability $20,000
Burglary Insurance, t)^pewriters $1,000
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-
plete and correct to the best of our knowledge and
belief. The accounts are kept in accordance with Sec-
tion 24 of Chapter 82 of the Revised Law^s of New
Hampshire (Commissioner's Report 1941) and upon








(Required by the State Board of Education from
all State Aided Districts.)
This is to cei*tify that we have examined the books
and otlier financial records of the school board of Am-
herst of which this is a true summary for the fiscal year







REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the School Board and Citizens of Amherst:
I herewith present my tenth annual report, the
thirtieth in the series. It not only consists of the state-
ments immediately following, but many of tlie others,
statistical and financial, which are combined in this
School Report. I commend them to you as worthy of
your careful reading and study.
1. The School Calendar
I desire to call attention to the school calendar
printed elsewhere. Under a ruling of die State Board
of Education, schools must be in session a full thirty-
six weeks or 180 school days. Institute Days and
Teachers' Convention are comited toward the 180 and
up to five days more may be counted for approved
workshop for teachers- All other days lost must be
made up. Without workshop time counted, the normal
school year must be 177 days of teaching.
During the com'se of a year, I hear many remarks
about the early opening in September, too short a va-
cation at Christmas, the late closing in June, going to
school on this rainy day and no holiday for Columbus
Day. I am certain many of these questions would be
answered if you took a calendar and, starting witli
Labor Day, marked off the school days possible to
June 15th. This, considering the first paragraph above,
allow s but few days before the end of June to make up
days lost.
2. Teachers
A. From the list of teachers printed in this report,
please note the nmnber of changes that have taken
place this year. We have five new members on this
year's staff.
Miss Loraine Willard transferred to another school
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to be succeeded by Miss Una Dearborn from a North
Hampton School. Mrs, Virgmia Marshall did not des-
ire to continue and Mrs. Edith Osborne of Milford
was selected to succeed her. Mrs. Grace Lull of Hollis
became the new teacher in Grade Six, a new position
this year. Mr. Re.xford Aver\' of Shelburne Falls, Mass-
achusetts, was chosen from a group of candidates to
become Headmaster in place of Mr. Grodin who trans-
ferred to Massachusetts. Miss Ruth Delaney became
the new Commercial teacher instead of Miss Moriarty,
who transferred to another school nearer her home. ..
So the teaching staff changes and the need for more
teachers becomes greater.
B. Need I call your attention to tlie shortage ^f
teachers, especially in the Elementary field? The sit-
uation grows worse with each added \'ear and now is
so acute that only about one-tenth of qualified candid-
ates are available for grade school positions. The re-
maining nine-tenths nuist come from the ranks of the
lesser qualified, from former teachers returning to help
during the emergency, from re-training high school
teachers, from closings and consolidations of schools
and even from willing \ olunteer workers with little or
no training beyond high school. This school depart-
ment needs to know propecti\ e candidates now, if all
services are to be continued next year. You are askintr
for more and better schools. We would like to give
them to you but personnel is not now available. ^^ ill
you help?
For long-term planning, there should be one can-
didate Jioinii to a teacher training institution for everv
120 pupils in )our school s\'stem. These should be in
the ratio of three candidates for elementary work to
every one for secondar\ work.
C. Closeh akin to the abo\e is the subject of salar-
ies. Some of our citizens point to the increase in salar-
ies over die past few years as equal to and greater than
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the cost-of-living increase. Others say teachers are not
paid enough and tlieir working conditions are poor,
that they receive poor salaries and suffer unjust de-
mands on the part of the public, that they have to be
different from workers in other employment and have
to have more training. To me, both groups are honest
in their thinking, and are correct in part; however,
that doesn't produce teachers when we need them.
What should we pav? What can we afford?
The teaching profession has said that the minimum
salary for a fully-qualified teacher should be at least
$2,4(X) per year. The maximum should be approxi-
mately twice that sum. Not a budget in this Union
meets this minimum or the m^iximum.
3. Improvements
A. This vear for the first time, there are six teach-
ers for the first six grades. This advance made it nec-
essary to revamp the old Laboratory Room into a
classroom for Grade Six. Under the direction of Arch-
itect Simonds, a new sloping ceiling, new fluorescent
lights, new white chalkboards and a new partition
were installed in this room. Then it was completely
redecorated, floors sanded and finished and new mov-
able furniture installed. The result is a very attractive
classroom. The results of this advance are very satis-
factory and are being felt by better attainments in all
lower grades.
New lighting has been added to the right rear
room of the high school section and new chalkboard
paint added to the left rear room. We are watching
these improvements with a view to increasing them as
thev prove their efficiency.
For some time now, a portion of the available
money has been used for redecorating. I hope this may




I am very grateful to the serious and honest tliought
the School Board has given to school problems. They
have spent much extra time tliis year — what with add-
ed problems of extra enrollment, teacher shortage,
new building plans, and the consolidated school dis-
trict study.
I am verv appreciative of tlie efforts of every
teacher to improve the work of his pupils. The co-
operation this vear has been splendid, morale — good.
I would not forget the parents and pupils. This has
been a busy and profitable year. Your interest has







Average number of half-days iii session 3.50
AAHiole numl^er of different pupils registered:




1-24; 11-31; ni-23; IV-20; V-23; VI-15; VII-25;
VIII-12; IX-15; X-8; XI-15; XII-6; Total 217
Average dailv attendance in high school for year 39.31
Average daih' attendance in elementary schools
for year 154.04
Per cent of attendance in all schools for vear 91.74
Number not absent nor tardy during school vear 6
Number of visits made to schools bv:
School Board Members 24
Superintendent of Schools 182
Citizens 130
Number of School Board meetings held 14
PERFECT ATTENDANCE
Two vears: Thelma Lamb, Grade 7.
For School Year 1947-48: Grade 10-Charlotte
Fowle; Grade 7—Leona Berwick, Thelma Lamb, Paul-
ine Peters; Grade 6—Edith Bartlett, Sandra Piper.
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES-JUNE 1948
Doris H. Blakney Beverly Ann Parker
Frances W Fowle Carl R. Perrin
Natalie A. Weston
PUPILS COMPLETING ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
JUNE 1948
Charles x\rnold Albert Kobs
Corinne Bartlett Theresa LeBlond
Orson Bragdon Larry MacDougall
Thomas Crocker Robert Morris
Adrienne Goodale Donna Nelson
Janet Howard John Thomas
Dolores Kelle\- Elizabeth \^^illard
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RETURN OF SCHOOL CENSUS
September 1948




Grades 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total
Grade VII 19 19~
Grade VIII 19 19
Grade IX 9 9
Grade X 8 8
Grade XI 10 10
Grade XII 15 15
Grand Total 19 19 9 8 10 15 80"
Boys 8 6 2 3 6 10 35
Girls 11 13 7 5 4 5 45
TEACHER AND SUBJECT OR GRADE TAUGHT (1948-49)
Experience Total
Here Experience
Rexford Avery, Headmaster, Sociol.,
Biol. Jr. High 1 5
Charlotte A. Boutelle, Grade 4 23 25
Francis Carroll, English, social subjects 2 2
Una Dearborn, Grade 2 17
Ruth Delaney, Commercial 1 1
Ethelyn Edwards, Music 1 25
Barbara Guild, Grade 1 2 2
Grace Lull, Grade 6 1 19
Mary McGee, Grade 3 4 9
Edith Osborne, Grade 5 13
Bertha Piper, Soc. St., Latin 40 40
Miriam Roby, Math., Science 4 11
Elsie Wheeler, Music 15 17
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REPORT OF THE HEADMASTER
To the Superintendent of Schools, the members of the
Amherst School Board, and the citizens of the
Town of Amherst:
Herewith is submitted the annual report of the
Amherst High and Junior High Schools. Registration







The total registration in the six grades is 79.
The old chemistr\^ laboratory on the first floor of
the high school was completely remodeled and novs
houses the sixth grade to the envv of the rest of tlie
pupils. Unfortunateh, however, laboratory facilities
for the high school are no longer available.
Grades 4. 5, and 6 occupy the first floor of the high
school ])uilding, while grades 7 through 12 occupy the
second floor. The comanercial department of the high
school occupies the two rooms in tlie Annex. Plans
are being considered, however, to use the smaller room
for a central school librarv-.
This year, as before, Amherst High School oflers
three courses of stud\ : academjc, commercial, and
general. Subjects offered are:
Languages: English, French, and Latin; Social
Studies: U. S. Constitutional History, Sociology, and
Civics; Mathematics: General Mathematics. Algebra
I, and Advanced Mathematics (algebra); Science:
Biology; Commercial: Tvping, Shorthand, Bookkeep-
ing, Economic Geographv , and Office Practice. These
com'ses together with those offered in alternate \ears
cover sul)ject matter generally offered in high schools
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ill tlie college preparatory, commercial, and general
curricula. There are, however, two courses—Physics
and Trigonometry—which should be added to
strengthen our academic program. It is sufficient to
sav that Amherst High School offers no \ocational
courses whatsoever. On the other hand, it is a fact
that yom- high school does give as good training in
tW'O of the three mentioned courses of studv as almost
anv hUA\ school in the state.o
Although we can do a great deal for those pupils
training for college and commercial work, we can not
do enough for those in between — those in the general
com'se. Classroom work is essential for all students,
but if we are to completelv educate these boys and
girls for life, we must expand our curriculum to in-
clude Home Economics and some Shop courses. At
the present time we are not educating for the group-
only for the few—and under the modern concept of
secondarv education Amherst High School is not doing
a complete job.
The seventh grade curriculum is English, Mathe-
matics, U. S. History to 1866, and Geography. The
eighth grade curriculum is English, Mathematics, U. S.
History from 1866 to the present, and General Science.
Choral music required of all grades from 7 to 12
is gi\'en once a week under the direction of Miss Ed-
wards. This year Amherst High School will be repre-
sented at the State Music Festival at Concord. As
usual a choral group will present several selections at
the commencement exercises. A Phvsical Education
program required of all fit pupils has been instituted
whereby classes meet twice a week in the fall and
spring, and once a week during the winter. This pro-
gram is far from being adequate and much is left to
be desired. Acti\'ities consist of intramural softball,
\ ollev ball, basketball, and touch football.
A good phvsical education program is a must in a
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well-organized school. This year, for the first time,
such a program, can be carried on throughout the year
because of the action of the citizens of Amherst in al-
lowing the schools to use the Town Hall for sports
activities for which privilege we are more than grate-
ful. It must be understood that a good physical edu-
cation and athletic program can do more for the stu-
dent morale than any other single factor.
Social activities consist of the usual dances, roller
skating parties, and suppers. Dramatics, missing for
some time, will be resumed in March when the High
School will present three one-act plays. Our athletic
teams are doing well. The bovs' basketball team under
the direction of Mr. Carroll is currently in third place
in the Southern N. H. Basketball League. The 2;irls'
team under the direction of Miss Delane) has more
than surpassed our expectations and should finish with
a better than average season. This spring the boys'
baseball team will presumablv be entered in the
Southern N. H. Baseball Leaijue in which thev won
the championship last spring.
Regardless of the size of the school no one person
is big enough to run it bv liimself. A headmaster and
or principal to administer successfullv must have the
complete cooperation of all his teachers. This has been
achieved liere at Amherst and an\' improvement t]\at
may have been made this vear came as a result of this
cooperative effort. The teacliing staff is doing its best
to enable vour children to obtain the best education
possible under the prevailing conditions. Amherst is
indeed fortunate that of the eleven teachers in the
system ten have had pre\ ious experience. Such a ratio
is rare todav. I should like to draw your attention to
the fact that three of tlie fi\ e teachers on the facultv'
of the high school possess tlieir Master's Degree and a
fourth teacher has almost completed the requirements
for the degree. This is quite unusual, for tlie jiercen-
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tage of those holding such a degree in the average
high school is quite low.
All teachers are working under difficulties, the fore-
most of which are poor classroom facilities and lack
of essential equipment. Inadequate lighting in the high
school building is probablv the greatest of these, but
steps have been and will be taken to alleviate this
problem. During the Christmas vacation fluorescent
lights were installed in one of the high school rooms
and another installation will be undertaken in the near
future. Other new developments are being contem-
plated to better the lighting conditions in the class-
room. Another unfortunate condition exists in tihe in-
adequate toilet facilities, poor both in size and sani-
tation. Here again plans are in the making to correct
this situation.
Proper attention should be given to the Parent
Teachers Association for its support of our school
activities. It has donated money for Christmas parties,
has purchased athletic equipment, and once again is
operating the hot lunch program which is indeed a fine
midertaking. The latest project of the PTA is a book
drive in an attempt to build up a much needed cen-
tral library for the Amherst Schools. Reference books
of all types—biography, travel, science—are absolutely
necessary for detailed study, and it is hoped that the
foundation of such a librarv will be made through the
active support of all townspeople to this book drive.
I wish to thank the members of the School Board,
the Superintendent of Schools, the members of the
faculty, and the citizens of Amherst for their spendid




Amherst, N. H., Januarv 15, 1949.
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REPORT OF HEALTH SUPERVISION, 194748
Oscar Burns, M. D., Examiner
Esther E. McCormick, R. N., School Nurse
The total number of children examined: 210
The following defects,
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AMHERST SCHOOL BOARD REPORT
Your School Board wishes to report to you on
several matters that deal with the operation of the
schools.
Insurance. In accord with vour vote last March
additional coverage was placed on the three school
buildings. While this coverage, as below, is not as
great as it might ])e, we feel you should instruct us if
you wish further insurance. We also have Liability
coverage over the boilers in the two schools, the teach-
ers and students. The last two remove from the Town,
the Selectmen and your School Board the final re-
sponsibility in case of adverse court decisions.
Replacement val. Insurable val. Ins, % of Cover-
Building: in 1948 in 1948 Coverage age to re-
placement
High School $85,357 $40,545 $23,500 28%
Clark School 31,602 23,759 14,000 44%
Annex 7,875 3,820 2.500 32%.
Contents of all buildings (95% coverage) $5,000.00.
Future of Amherst Schools. Irrespective of the de-
cision made in connection with the four suggested
alternatives about the High School and' or Junior High
School pupils, your School Board considers that the
High School Building will be used to full capacity. If
possible the Clark School will be held on a stand-by
basis. Consequently we are asking funds in the budget
to cover two non-reoccuring items covering Sanitation
and Light.
1. Sanitation. About 150 children are now using
the High School. The toilet facilities are inadequate,
both as to floor space and equipment, to handle this
sized group. We anticipate that more rather than few-
er students will be using the High School in the future.
We are asking your authorization to increase the size
and numbers of facilities 50 'a . The extra space will
be taken from the present 5th grade room. Since the
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separation last year of the 5th and 6th grades, this
room will permit the expansion without making the
room smaller than standard.
2. Lighting. Last summer we altered the present
6th grade room by using a number of the modern ideas
of schools. The new lights installed have highlighted
the lack of adequate lighting in the remainder of the
building. This we have and are altering bv new lights
placed in Miss Roby's and Miss Piper's rooms this year.
The money for this has come from credit received from
the dog taxes that are turned over to the schools and
the fact that the dogs have done verv little damage
this last year. We urge you to see the difference that
the lighting in these three rooms had made. Both stu-
dents and teachers find them helpful—we l:)elieve to
both health and eyesight. We now ask that \ ou pro-
vide the funds to allow the installation of similar
lights throughout the remainder of the school where
they are urgently needed.
Equipment. Oxer the past three \ears we have
been converting the old st\le and outmoded desk and
chair equipment in the elementar\- grades. We ha\e
changed to modern t\pe chairs and desks and are
asking for the funds to equip one more room this year.
This will leave two more rooms to be changed o\er in
the next two years. We find some of the old equip-
ment is probably 50 \'ears old and some is even dis-
card from other units in the imion. As the future of
grades 7 through 12 is not known we make no ])lans
for these groups.
Transportation. Since tlie da\ s of the old one room
schools gaxe wav to the centralized school, the ele-
mentarv children have been transported to and from
school if living be\ond two miles. The Higli School
group have not had transportation supplied up to the
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present, but it is expected this will become a state law
bv the time school opens next September.
Our transportation has and still is done on a con-
tract basis. Such arrangements have been usual all
over the country. Since 1920 many of the States and
School Districts have begun to own and to either
operate or contract the operation of their District
owned busses. In New Hampshire nine of the Districts
have changed over to District owned equipment and
have found with tlie savings on initial purchases, gaso-
line, tires, and other taxes as well as receiving license
plates without charge that they can save quite a per-
centage each year. Our own costs hjave been going
up due to the times, the mileage run and other factors.
They may continue to increase and it may not be too
far off when the District will have to consider owning
its own equipment.
General Situation. This last year has had its full
measure of conditions requiring attention and next
vear is likely to be as full. If any of you would like to
help in the problems we shall be glad to hear from you
so we may know where to turn for willing helpers. We
do ask that \ ou get better acquainted with the schools,
and the teachers. The schools are the biggest invest-
ment in the town as regards the citizens of tomorrow,
the funds it uses each year, and the staff that help to
build vour children to meet life. One way that you
can help would be to join the Parent-Teachers Associa-
tion and go to their meetings with a contribution of
your help.
,





ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN LIBRARY
With the active co-operation of school teachers,
we have been able to stimulate greater reading inter-
est among the children of Amherst, as shown by the
following circulation figures:
1947 1948
Adult 5879 Adult 5820
Juvenile 2396 Juvenile 3482
These figures do not take into account the reading
of library books deposited at the Clark School.
During the summer, a weeklv story hour was start-
ed with a total attendance of 135. Volunteer story-
tellers were: Mrs. Slayton, Mrs. Larson, Mrs. Mitchell,
Mrs. Gray, Mrs. Bonney, Mrs. Burnside, Mrs. Neuge-
bauer, Mrs. Hyde, Mrs. Holmes and Miss Donna Nel-
son.
Fines collected during the year imiounted to $59.36,
and $7.40 was received from sale of discarded books.
During the vear 248 books were added and about
the same number discarded. There are an estimated
10,000 volumes in the library.
The librarian attended a State Librar\' Conference
on children's books at Concord and a regional con-
ference at Merrimack. Mrs. Huntington, Mrs. Hohnes,
and Mr. Campbell also attended the latter conference,
as representative of the Board of Trustees.
All the exterior woodwork of the hbrar\' building
was painted dining the summer.
Librar\' hoins will continue to be:
tuesdav, 2:(K) to 5:00
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WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE
TOWN OF AMHERST, N. H.
Fiscal Year 1948-49
Town expenses continue to increase. Your com-
mittee has, as in the past carefully scrutinized each
suggested item of expense. The needs of the town are
such, however, that it seemed advisable to recommend
few important reductions in the estimated budget.
The importance of expenditures for progressive im-
provements was recognized, as well as the necessity
for economy.
Your committee's task has been lighter this year,
due to the very helpful infomiation given by the Road
Commissioners, as a result of the study made by them.
Thanks is extended also to the town officers who co-
operated with your committee.
Your committee recommends that estimated expen-
ditures as presented bv the various departments and
listed in your town reports be accepted and that the
town vote to raise and appropriate sums to provide for
them with these exceptions:
1. That the estimate for Town Hall and Clock be
reduced to $925.00: this sum to be disbursed as
follows:
Town Hall expenses $650.00
Care of Town Clock 25.00
Premium for recently acquired
insurance on Town Hall build-
ing 250.00
2. That the estimate for town dumps maintenance
be reduced to $200.00.
3. That the estimate for Highway Department
General Expenses be increased to $1100.00.
The additional $800.00 is recommended to
cover reconditioning of the present grader. In
the event that the town votes to raise and ap-
priate money to purchase a new grader, this
$800.00 to be apphed against the cost of that
purchase.
4. That the estimate for the Library be increased
to $1090.00 to cover the premium for recently
acquired insiu*ance.
In considering the estimate for snow removal, your
committee recommends tliat a sufficient sum be raised
and appropriated to:
Cover the deficit in snow removal account for the
year 1947.
Cover the cost of snow removal from Januarv 1,
1948 to March 1, 1948.
Cover the cost of putting up and taking down
snow fence.
Cover the cost of needed additional posts and wire.
The $7000.00 appearing in the budget for snow is
subject to revision to an exact amount b)' the Highway
Agent, at the time of the annual town meeting.
Your committee feels that it should bring to tlie
attention of the town meeting the matter of insurance
coverage on school buildings. We are informed that:
The replacement xalue of school build-
ings is $124,000.00
Maximum coverage procurable 68,000.00
Present coverage 17,000.00
In the opinion of your committee, the present cov-
erage is inadequate and should be increased immedi-
ately.
WARRANT
Article 2. Your committee recommends that such
smns of moncN' be raised and appropriated as may be
necessary to defray town expenses for the ensuing vear.
Article 3. Your committee recommends that the
Selectmen and Treasurer be authorized to borrow
money in anticipation of taxes.
Article 4. Your committee recommends that no dis-
count be given for prepavment of taxes, since the in-
terest rate is less than the discount proposed in this
article and such discounts are discriminatory.
Article 7. Your committee recommends that the
town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $973.64
for T. R. A. and that this sum together with the state's
contribution of $3894.56 he expended by the Highway
Department on town roads, as follows:
(a) Patch Hill Road, approximately 5-10 mile from
junction with Route 101.
(b) Approximately 600 feet from Baboosic Road,
at Barrett property.
(c) Approximately' 5-10 mile from the Ajam and
Jameson residences in the direction of the Wan-
less property.
(d) North Manchester (Horace Greeley) Road, ap-
proximately 5-10 mile.
(e) Christian Hill lower road, approximately 5-10
mile.
(f) Walnut Hill Road, approximately 4-10 mile,
from Chisholm place past Pestana's.
Article 8. Your committee recommends that no ap-
propriation be made for this purpose.
Article 9. A new grader of suitable type, with snow
removal equipment, can be purchased for approxi-
mately $12,600.00. For immediate delivery, the choice
as between different makes is somewhat restricted.
Machinery prices doubtless are at a peak. A con-
siderable amount probably could be saved by delaying
the purchase. (A machine of the type of the present
grader, which cost $3200 eight years ago, is now priced
at $5500.)
The depreciation on the $12,600 equipment would
be considerably more than on a machine of lower cost.
For the first few years, this would be offset in part by
a lesser repair and replacement cost than on the pres-
ent grader. Also there is difficulty in obtaining parts
for the present machine.
A new grader would do more satisfactory work
than the present one. With snow removal equipment
1947 Proportional Valuation
it should sa\e the town moncv in a winter sueh as the
present one. Income from a new grader could be pro-
duced bv letting it out. At the same time this would
provide more continuous work for the grader operator.
There is at present $1168.00 in the grader fund.
Added to the estimated turn-in \alue of approximately
$700.00 for the present grader, this would reduce the
cash outla\ for the new e(|uipment to approximately
$10,()()(), which could be financed b\ serial notes of
$2000 each o\er the next fi\e \(\ns. At two percent,
the axeraue interest would be $120 a \ear ($200 the
1947 Proportional Expenditures
first year). In giving consideration to borrowing, it
should l^e borne in mind it is likely to become neces-
arv soon for the town to borrow a large amomit for
school purposes. Developments in economic conditions
in the next few years might make interest payments
burdensome.
The alternative to the purchase of a new grader
is to raise and appropriate the sum of $800.00 for a
thorough reconditioning of the present grader. It
probablv could be put in condition to serve the town's
needs until the price of new equipment is lower. Pre-
sumably the turn-in value would not be less in the
highly competitive market likely at that time.
A new grader of suitable type would require en-
larging the present storage space. Reconditioning the
old grader would avoid that expense. It would avoid
contracting a considerable debt at a time when the
cost of other town needs is uncertain and when future
economic conditions cannot be seen too clearly.
The $800.00 necessary for reconditioning the pres-
ent grader is provided for in the recommendation of
your committee on the town budget, under the item of
Highwa\' Department, General Expense.
In view of the foregoing, vour committee favors re-
conditioning the present grader rather than purchasing
new equipment.
Article 10 Your committee recommends that the
town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1500.00
to be added to the fimd toward the purchase and in-
stallation of a heating plant for the Town Hall Build-
ing.
Article 11. Your committee recommends that the
town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $373.00
for the purposes described in this article, but if fa\or-
able action is taken on article^ 23, it is reconnnended
that the amount be reduced to the $83.00 necessary to
cover the deficit for 1947.
Article 12. Yoiu- committee recommends that the
town vote to raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed
$2000.00 to make possible the immediate purchase and
installation of a heating plant in the Town Hall Build-
ing: this amount to be financed In' serial notes. A heat-
ing plant will be essential if faxorable action is taken
on Article 23.
Article 13. Your committee recommends that tlie
town vote to install a str(H't light on Foundry Street
near the corner of Da\ is Lane be\ond pole No. 134
and vote to raise and a[)propriate money for same.
Article 14. Your committee recommends that the
town vote to install a light on pole No. 136, on Davis
Lane near Main Sti-eet and vote to raise and appro-
priate money for same.
Article 15. Yom* committee recommends that no
money be raised nor appropriated under this article
since work on the Patch Hill Road is provided for
under Article 7.
Article 16. Your committee recommends that the
town vote to accept as a right of way, a distance of
600 feet, beginning on the Baboosic Road at the Bar-
rett propert)% and that no money be raised nor appro-
priated under this article, since work at this location is
provided for under Article 7.
Article 17. Your committee recommends that no
money be raised nor appropriated under this Article
since work between the Ajam and Jameson residences
and the Wanless property is provided for under Article
7.
Article 18. Your committee recommends that no
money be raised nor appropriated under this Article,
since work on tlie North Manchester (Horace Greeley)
road is provided for under Article 7.
Article 19. Your committee recommends that no
money be raised nor appropriated this year to oil and
gravel the old Milford Road. We are informed that the
grade at the west end of this road was graveled in
1946 and that it did not wash in 1947.
Article 20. Your committee recommends that the
town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $250.00
to construct a new bridge on the Charles Wright road
which leads from Route No. 122.
Article' 21. Your committee recommends that no
money be raised nor appropriated under this Article,
since work on the Christian Hill Lower Road is provid-
ed for under Article 7. ^
Article 22. Your committee has no conception of
what meaning this cryptic sentence is intended to con-
vey and for that reason refrains from recommendation
or further comment.
Article 23. Your committee recommends that if the
town votes to permit the use of the auditorium in the
Town Hall Building as a basketball court, it vote to
raise and appropriate the sum of $600.00 to make al-
terations necessary for the protection of the building.
Nets would be necessary for the protection of walls
and windows. A reliable supplier quotes a price for
nets, goals, etc. that, with the labor and fixtures neces-
sary to install, are estimated to total S300.00. The
present lighting fixtures and the wiring for them would
have to be replaced at an estimated cost of $300.00.
No estimate has been made as to cost of probable dam-
age to the metal ceiling.
Your committee feels that it should be pointed out
that there will be considerable expense for heating the
auditorium for basketball practice as well as for games.
Article 24. Your committee feels that in view of the
unavoidablv hieh tax rate, monev to finance a chil-
dren's playground should be raised b\' other means.
Article 25. Yom* committee recommends that no
money be raised nor appropriated to erect street signs.
There appears to be no necessit) for such signs in a \ il-
lage of this character.
Article 26. Your committee recommends that the
town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $40.00 to
cover the cost of two honor rolls.
Article 30. Your committee recommends that de-
cision in the matter of profits from sale of World \\'ar
Memorial Books be deferred until a future town meet-
ing.
GEORGE B. HYDE, Chairman.






AMHERST FIRE ALARM SIGNALS







13 Manchester State Road
14 Chestnut Hill
15 Hubbard District
21 Mont Vernon-New Boston Rd.
22 Christian Hill
23 The Acre
31 Out of Town
2 long No School 32 Legion Call 6 Boy Scouts
In case of fire call Milford 172-\\'.
